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Butrus-Ghali Discusses UN Policies, Reform 


MS$1801113296 London ITV Television Network 
in English 1900 GMT 17 Jan % 


{"Exclusive” interview with UN Secretary General 
Butrus Butrus-Ghali by Jon Snow in London on 
17 January; from the “Channel Four” newscast — 
recorded] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} [Snow] | asked Ghali whether 
the Chechen conflict having finally moved into the in- 
ternational arena, the United Nations should intervene’ 


{(Butrus Butris-Ghali] Unless we receive the demand 
from Russia or from Turkey, the United Nations cannot 
intervene. One of the basic rules of the United Nations 
is that member states of a member state of a protagonist 
of a dispute or a member state of the United Nations ask 
for intervention, the United Nations cannot intervene 


[Snow] That's the formal position, but do you not pick 
up the phone to Pnmakov or Kozytes before and say 
look | am concerned about this’ 


{Butrus-Ghali] | have done this before, and they have 
semt an assistant for the refugee where we discuss the 
possibility of sending observer for the election once the 
peace will he concluded. This does not mean that | 
am not in contact with them, but these are not official 
contacts 


[Snow] And you are not hemng asked’ 
| Butrus<Ghah| We have not been asked 
{Snow, imterrupting] But doesn't 


{Butrus-Ghah, interrupting] We may even provoke a 
member state and ask them to ask us, hut we have not 
heen asked 


[Snow] And you have tned to provoke them’ 


| Butrus-Ghali| | have tned the last ime with Kovzyrey 
certainly 


[Snow] You see this surely, in the aftermath of the Cold 
War, as precisely what the United Nations should he 
most concerned about, the small but Pitter Moadshed 
moments around the world 


{Butrus<Ghali}] | completely agree. and after all we 
have heen involved in the last five years only in civil 
wars) What is happening in Mozambigue ts a civil 
war, in Salvador is c.etl war, in Angola ts civil war, 
in Cambodia is civil war, and even in Bosnia it ts 
a cil war, hecause our Bosnian Serbo. Bosnian 
fighting Mushm Bosnian, hut again unless we have the 
agreement of the member static we cannot intervenc 
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[Snow] Isn't this the problem in the aftermath of the 
Cold War the rules ought to have been changed | 
mean the rules were drawn up under such a different 
circumstance, they were drawn up when we icared 
nuclear war between great powers. Now we fear that 
nationalities will spill out as they are mgnt at this 
moment... 


{Butrus-Ghali, interrupting} | compictely agree The 
United Nations was created to solve peacefully inter- 
national disputes, and now we are involved in internal 
disputes. This | agree with you. But still it ts an inter 
governmental organisauion, and you will find that many 
member states will not be in favor of this kind of in 
tervention, because they are afraid 0) their own situa 
tion. Tomorrow something may happen in country A 
and country A does not want intervention of the intet- 
national Community 


[Snow] Don't you need to be able to revise the situation 
where there 1s no loss of face, no threat to sovereignty 
but where it is internationally accepted that there ts this 
resource in the United Nations to call somebody in you 
need not abide necessary by that — by what ever thes 
decide 


[Butrus-Ghah, interrupung) This can be don, Put agar 
you need the decision of the Security Council The 
Security Council can intervene without the permission 
of the member state, hase“ on chapter seven, which ts 
the use of force, but this decision has to be taken Py the 
Security Council 


[Snow] And all too often there are people in the Security 
Council with vested interests’ 


{Butrus-Ghah| Exactly which may say no 


[Snow] The problem surely is that the structure, night 
at the top of the Security Council the way in which the 
United Nations ts configured is out of date, and itselt 
really needs to be changed 


| Butrus Ghali} | agree, because everybody talking about 
the necessity of having the reform of the United Nations 
talking about the reform of the Secretanat and very few 
people talk about the reform of the interpovernmental 
organisation like the General Assembly, the BCONSCK 
the Economic and Social Council of like the Security 
Council 


[Snow] But it 1s a very critical moment isn't it 


|Butrus-<Ghah| The very critical moment began at the 
end of the Cold War and the difference is that there is 
not enough awareness in the international Community 
that you are dealing with a new period. and that the 
memter states do not know what they want from the 
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United Nations. This is the real probiem. A period of 
Wansiton 1s very difficult, because after World War l we 
had the Treaty of Versailic, after World War il we have 
San Francisco and the creation of the United Nations 
After the end of the Cold Wa we have sothing, so we 
are leading a very dificult period, where we do not 
know what are the new rules of the game, and we do 
not know what the member states want from the Unned 
Nations, and what they are ready to oan for the United 
Nations 


WTO Diplomats on PRC Foreign Reporting Policy 
AU1701164996 Paris AFP in Enelich 
1604 GMT 17 Jan % 


[FBIS Transcribed Text! Geneva. Jan 17 (APP) 
China's decision to control news distributed in China 
by foreign coonomK news agencies will not facilitate 
Current negotiations on Chinese membership in the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) 
the agency said on Wednesday 


diplomats close to 


The organization itself did not officially react to the 
announcement by China 


For more than nine vears now, C! 
ating with the General Agreement 


fa has Seen neg i- 
n Taritts and Trade 
nN Chi 


(GATT) and then with ts successor. the WTO) 
nese memhership 


FRIS-WEL -96-012 
18 January 1996 


One diplomat commented thal the plan to control 
loreign coonoma Hews agencies is cerlamly fot a 
constructive development.” It 1s not so much the oPyect 
of the restriction that presents a prodicm, he sain 
Any country 1s entitled to specific exemption clauses 
in the services agreement signed af the WTO) hut 
rather the probiem is the negative ‘mage | 
move gives Tise 


whah the 


A European negotiator said the decision marks another 
step backwards ‘that will not promote confidence 
and that shows the uncertainties which continue & 
characterize China's intentions to open up more widely 
to the world 


He sand that in any event, Chinese memberstup in the 
WTO is unthinkable for this vear. There are stil! » 
many things io be settled. Take the package of tart! cuts 
announced by China in Osaka a few months ago We 
sull don't know exactly what's own ut. For the moment 
we have had only general figures and 1 
the products concerned 


The neat session of informal ialks between the Chinese 
delegation and WTO members on Chinese membershy 
1s to he held in Geneva in March 
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EP's President Hansch on EU Past, Future Goals 


MS1801112696 London THE EUROPEAN in English 
18-24 Jan % p9Y 


[Arucle by Klaus Hansch, President European Parhia- 
ment: ““Operation Truth’ Comes Into ls Own’ | 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Last year ended on a strong 
note for Europe, with the successful outcome of the 
Madrid summit confirming the umetablie for the singic 
currency and laying the groundwork for the intergov- 
ernmental conference. 


In the last weeks of 1995 the first clements of a 
common foreign and security policy became cicar: the 
transatlantic declaration, our full parucipation in the 
Dayton peace process, and in peacekeeping and the 
reconstruction of former Yugoslavia 


There was also the successful outcome of the Barcelona 
summit of Mediterranean countries, which opened a new 
cra of dialogue. At the risk of sounding complacent, i 
was a good year for the European Parliament (EP) as 
well. 


We approved the Santer Commission in January, after 
the public hearings of all the candidate Commusssoners 


We appointed the first ombudsman, Jacob Soderman 
from Finland, and we set up our first special commutice 
of inquiry, to deal with the difficult issue of fraud in 
community transit. 


A majority of MEPs (Members of European Parliament] 
voted for the customs union with Turkey in December, 
but this was only after we had applied the utmost pres- 


sure on Turkey to improve its human nghts perforriance 
— not without some success. 


At the year’)\ end we voted a 1996 budget which found 
additional funds for the Union's external activities and 
for developiig countries. We also managed to resolve a 
long-tunning, dispute on the Union's budget for 1995 


In Brusse!s, we seem to be managing our budget a little 
more efficiently than in Washington 


A great deal of Parliament's time was spent in preparing 
for this year's intergovernmental conference, the formal 
go-ahead for which will come in March at the Turin 
summit. 


The first task was to decide what we wanted My 
view, shared by the majority of my colleagues, was that 
Parliament needed to establish a realistic agenda for the 
conference — not a Utopian constitutional blueprint for 
a United States of Europe which would be acceptable to 
no one outside our own walls, bul a practical agenda to 
make the Union of 1S member states more democratic, 
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open and efficient, and to comprehensively prepare tor 
a larger, wider Union. 


The Mcxt stage was to participate constructively im 
the work of the Reflecuon Group, set up by the 
European Council to prepare for the intergovernmental 
vonterence. 


Our two members, Elisabeth Guigow and Elmer Brok., 
did a magnificent job in bringing the representatives of 
the member states around to our views. They did thes 
on the key issue of decision- making, where we seck to 
extend majonty voung io all routine legrs!ation 


On the subject of majority voting they argued for co- 
decision for the European Parliament and managed to 
persuade a large majority of their colleagues in the Re- 
flecuon Group. This augurs well for the intergovern- 
mental conference. 


()ne issue thal was not settled was how to involve the 
European Parliament in the conference. The Spanish 
presidency proposed at the Madnd summut that, given 
the extremely positive expenence of the Reflection 
Group, two observers from the European Parliament 
should participate fully in the conference — without 
voling nights as we are mt 4 government not as 
negotiators bul as active advisory participants 


We have not rescived this question as yet, but a large 
majority of member states went along with it, and 
that 1s important. Parliament is now recognised by 
governments as a constructive partner in dialogue 


The year just ended was rich in moments that wil! 
live on in the memory — the emotional farewell! to 
Jacques Delors after ten years service as president of 
the European Commission, the excitement of the vote 
on the new Commission after the rollercoaster of the 
parhamentary hearings, and the vibrant plea from UN 
Secretary-General Butrus Butrus-Ghali for the European 
Union to play a bigger role in world affairs 


There was the uproar at President Jacgues Chirac’s 
visit to the European Parliament after the resumption 
of French nuclear testing in the South Pacific. | beheve 
that many MEPs went too far in expressing thei anger 
at the president. But their outrage was deeply felt and 
represented the strong feelings of the clectorate Above 
all, none of us will ever forget Francois Mitterrand’ s 
valedictory address last January, a year before his death 


Mitterrand’s speech moved, provoked and inspired His 
ringing coda: “Nationalism means wir articulated his 
creed and guides us forward 


The next few years to the new millennium wil! cither 
transform the Union of break ut. We face challenges 
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which must he met. We must forge a virtuous circle, 
not a vicious Cycle. 


We ave & create more jobs of we will lose the farth of 
our ciuzens. We must make reforms *n the way that the 
Union works, and ratify them, or we will not be able to 
welcome in new members. We must enlarge the Union 
or see the system of solidarity break down. 


We have to reform our finances and our structural and 
agncultural policies or we will run out of funds. We 
rust inutuce the single currency of we lose all cred- 
ibility in the financial markets and, more importantly, 
with our people 


These challenges requite courageous statesmanship. 
They also require constant caplanation 


Many of our citizens have lost faith in the Union. They 
fear the single currency and worry about losing their 
entity. They distrust Brussels and begin to beheve 
the wildest distoruons of the truth propagated by some 
secuons of the press and a number of xcnophotic 
politicians 


Out priority is to regain public support for the European 
project. This emphatically docs not mean ‘selling 
Europe like some brand of soap powder. It means 
explaining intelligently why the Union ts necessary to 
the security and prosperity of our continent 


Parhament will be trying to ensure that the major 
information campaign we have established with the 
Commission will address people's real concerns — 
Operation Truth” not “Operation Hoodwink 


That ts our top priority for 1996, because if we lose this 
hattle we could lose the war for Europe as weil. 


Council of Europe's Tarschys on Russian Admission 


MS/801/101796 London THE EUROPEAN in English 
18-24 Jan % p10 


[Article by Daneel Tarschys, Secretary General of the 
Council of Europe: “Russia's Entry to the Council of 
Europe isn't Just Realpolitik | 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) At a meeting of the political af- 
fairs committee where Russia's application for member- 
ship was being discussed, the Romanian MP Valeri Sev- 
erin asked: So what is the Council of Europe after all’ 
A club of democracies — of a school for democrats” 


Discussions about the enlargement of international of- 
gamisations tend to throw up profound questions. For 
the European Union, it is the issue of widening versus 
deepening. There are the apprehensions in Nato about 
diluting the organisation and the response of outsiders 
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In the Council of Europe, too, the nsk of dilution has 
been a deep concern. There is a strong resolve in the 
orgamisaiion that its standards must not he lowered 


through expansion. 


Founded in 1949 to further reconciliation and European 
unity, the Council of Europe has always had a clear 
wWeological profile. Its mission 1s to defend and promote 
pluralist democracy, the rule of law and respect tor 
human rights 


This made it quite suspect in the eyes of the former So- 
viet bloc rulers but, for the same reason, it attracted the 
imterest of dissidents and reformers. As the dictatorial 
systems started to crack, contact with the Couto: was 
an important carly siep to estaMishing pood relations 
with the West. The Council's parliamentary assembly 
was quick to seize on these new opportunities: Mika! 
Gorbachev came to the Council's headquarters im Stras 
bourg to deliver his important speech about the com 
mon European house 


From 1989, MPs from parliaments in central and casters 
Europe were granted “special gucst status im the 
assembly 


Full membership for these countries required « arctu 
examination and dialogue. The crucial steps to pluralist 
democracy must fave heen taken and ther Pasi laws 
brought into conformity with the European Convention 
on Human Rights. Promises of continuing reforms have 
also played a decisive role in recent accessions 


In the past five years, a further 1S countries have become 
full members of the Council of Europe. Wil! the wider 
membership — now totalling 4% states change the 
character of the organisation’ Not as I see 1) But what 
will change, and has already begun to change. are some 
working methods. Fresh strategies are needed to cope 
with the particular problems of the new democracies of 
eastern Europe 


In the first place, more monitoring is required In 
addition to (ie Commission and the Court of Human 
Rights, the hard core of the Council's monmtonng 
system, there are special bodies following developments 
in specific areas, such as the anti-forture Commission 
and the experts on the social charter. The parliamentary 
assembly has its own monitoring system, and the 
commutiee of ministers (which comprises the member 
countnes’ foreign ministers) is also stepping up its 
efforts to ensure that obligations are honoured 


There are obligations for all member states. By ratifying 
the European Convention on Human Rights. « country 
makes important commitments both to the mternational 
From then 


community and to its own citizens 
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violations of human nghts can never be dismissed as 
internal affairs. 


But monitoring is only one side of the coin. The other 
is support. Countries with human rights problems, frail 
constitutions and a judiciary still marked by the past re- 
quire a great deal of assistance. It is also important to 
develop local self-government — indispensable under- 
pinnings of pluralist democracy. 

European co-operation can play a role here. In the 
Council of Europe, some programmes have already 
started and proved promising. Hans van den Brock, the 
European Commissioner for central and eastern Europe, 
and | recently signed a joint El'-Council of Europe 
contract on co-operation with Ukraine. Now we hope 
to extend this activity to Russia. 


Meanwhile, the commuttees of the assembly continue 
the deliberations on Russian membership. At its meet- 
ing in Zurich last month, a clear majonty in the political 
affairs committee took a positive view 
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The entry of Russia into the organisation of European 
dem xcracies will not only be symbolic. It also has many 
prac‘*cal implications by opening the door to Russian 
involvement in a great many structures of European 
co-operation. This, in turn increases statlity on the 
conunent. 


After the controversies over foreign policy in the recent 
Russian clecuon campaign, it is noteworthy that the 
parliamentary parties all favour the country’s accession 
to the Council of Europe. The sole exception is extreme 
nationalist Viadiunw Zhirinovskiy's party which wavers 
from a negative to an undecided stance 


The proposal to admit Russia should not be dismissed as 
realpoliuk. It is a chance to promote democratic values 
in a Country where they are fragiic 
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Kok Said To Promote Economic Ties With Ieracl 


BX *401163596 Ronerdam NRC HANDELSBLAD 
im latch 15 Jan 9 pil 


[Report by Salemon Bouman: View by Wim Kok 
Swrengthens Economac Relavons W uh Isracl | 


[PBIS Translated Excerpt} Tel Aviv, 15 Jan — The visit 
which begins taday by Pnme Minister Kok and Foreign 
Minister Van Mierio to leracl ushers in a new phase 
im the cconomec relations between the two countries 
The virtually balanced bilateral trade, worth some 2 
hillhon guilders (G] a year, has been expanding in recent 
years with the activites of Netheclands multinationals 
mvesting in Isract 


Netherlands mmJustry has not only gamed an cye for 
the opportunities offered by the rapidly growing Israch 
cconomy, but ts also anticipating economic development 
m the Middle East as a result of the Israch-Palestinian- 
Arab peace process. [passage omuitied]) 


Netheriands industry ts secking to gain a share in 
the expansion of the railway network which is sul! 
m its infancy, "he organization of pulix transport, 
the construction of the underground railway in Te! 
* viv, energy provision, aad the construction of artificial 
vesdential wlands off the coat of Tel Aviv, regarded 
as profitatic duc to the cxortitantly high land prices 


The important Netherlands financial and technical share 
m the construction of Gaza harhor to stimulate Pales- 
uman imports and cxports also answers the leach re- 
quest to the Netherlands — made by the late Pnme 
Minister Yuzhag Ratin — to support the peace process 
in the Middie East with economic support to the Pales- 
umans. In 1995 the Netherlands gave GSO million di- 
rectly to the Palestuman Authority. This year that amount 
will he increased to G70 million. Netherlands circles 
are speculating that this aid to the peace process will 
encourage Isracl when i comes to orders for Nether- 
lands compames. According to the Netherlands assess- 
ment, this aspect prohatly weighs heavier than whai 
was formerly called the special lerach-Netherlands un- 
derstanding According to well-informed Netherlands 
circles that ime ts past and its place has been taken by 
the pure pragmatiem of “giving and taking 


NETHERLANDS 
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During the visit by Kok to Israci the signing of a number 
of declarations of intent will create the fremework what 
will sumulate consorua formed mm the Netherlands | 
take advantage of the opportunites for Netherlands 


industry in Istacl. Moncy ts not goung to he spent lke 
wer yet, say Netherlands circles. [passage omitted) 


The Nethaiuccs Railroad Assocuabon has received 
signals from the authorities im Tel Aviv that Ierac! 
would appreciate a tender for the construction of an 
underground railway in Israci’s Largest coty. This proyect 
has a price tag of up to $1.2 rihon. Success for the 
Netherlands tender depends among «Jct things on the 
guarantees which the Netherlands Government can give 
for loans for the Netherlands share, but this applies 
to all the large-scale projects on the negotiating tabic 
According to mmsders, a Netherlands gas consortium 
stands a good chance of winning Hetween 10 and 20 
percent of the $1.5 billion which the Israch clectra’ts 
company is mvesting to further diversify its energy 
sources. That 1s a part of the Israch decision to dowhe 
clectreity generation im the neat 10 years to mect 
the needs of the ramdly capanding cconomy and the 
resultant increase in wellare 


Plans to import gas from Qatar and construct a pipeline 
for transporting gas from Egypt to Isracl are at an 
advanced stage. The Netherlands gas consortrum has 
duc to tts years of cxperence im the Netherlands with 
natural gas, a strong hand for winning Israch orders 
for the supply and installation of among other things 
equipment for the integration of gas un the Istach energy 
package. Kok’s visi tomorrow to the bead office of the 
Israch electricity company im Harta us indicative 


The construction of artificial islands off the coast of Tel 
Aviv is also a project im which Netherlands entrepre 
neurs, in conjunction with Istach institutions, are inter 
ested. A preliminary study has already been made for 
the construction of the first island, 810.000 square me 
ters in size. The fact that interest on the Netherlands is 
increasing rapidly in israch Pusiness circles can also he 
deduced from the fact that the Netherlands Israch bus 
ness forum has gained 400) members in a short space of 
time. This business forum was set up at the imitative of 
the Netherlands Embassy 
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UK's Plans to Open Trade Office in Cuba Viewed 


MS1801115896 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 18 Jan W pS 


[Report by Pascal Pletcher: “Botan Eyes Cuban Deals”| 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Havana — The Common- 
wealth Development Corporaion [CDC], the British 
goverament's development finance ustitubon, plans to 
open an office in Cuba and is sdestifying investment 
opportunities which could include Use clectricity sector, 
financial services, industry and agriculture 


The UK body had $$10m of investments and commu. 
ments in the Canbhean and Central America and so its 
entry into Cuba was a natural cxtenwon , according to 
Mr Roy Reynolds, CDC chief executive 


The British government has acted to intensify trade and 
imvestment relavons with Cuba despite a US coonomic 
embargo agamst the communtst-ruled island British. 
Cuban relahonms have heen boosted over the lat 18 
months by a senes of high-level visits and an investment 
promotion and protection agreement British companies 
wc ative m sugw harvest financing, agrochemucals, 
Cigaetie manufacturing investment and ol cxploration 
in Cuba 


Mr Reynolds sad CDC operations in Cuba could act 
as a m~‘2l and catalyst for future British and other 
mvestment on the wand The CDC. which operates 
in more than SO countries, will hold talks with Cuban 
goverament officials over the next sa months to identify 
sectors on which specific, detailed investment proposals 
could he drawn up 


Mr Reynolds said that he saw the ilectricity sector, 
financial services, agriculture znd industry es promising 
target sectors. The Cuban authorities had proposed other 
investment areas, one of them heing tounsm 


The CDC works with the private sector and on'y 
supports commercial projects 


Cuba has mecreasingly opened its cconomy to foreign 
investment hut the government is still cautious about 
allowing More private enterprise on a national level, 
preferring to keep a dominant role for the state 


The US embargo and stalled dem negotiations have 
Mocked Cuba's access to fresh medium. and long-term 
overseas credits 


The Cuban government is seching foreign development 
fmancing to help haul the economy out of the severe 
recession caused Py the collapee of past trade and ad 
tes with the former Soviet Max 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Sri Lanka Asks London To Check LTTE Activities 


BK1701151296 Colombo Sn Lanta Broadcasting 
Corporation laternatwonal Servs. ¢ in E nelish: 
1048 GMT 17 Jan 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Foreign Minter Lakshman 
Kadirgamar held twas with hes Bretesh Counterpart 
Matcolm Riflund this week dermg be vist to London 


The foresygn minister askod the Brawh Goverament to 
cut down on the LTTE [Literation Tigers of Tar! 
Eclam] propaganda and fund-raising activities im that 
country. He accused the Tigers of ung thew office im 
London as a center for subwerson. Mr. Kadergama alw 
went on to caplan the present setuatoon on the cast of Sr 
Lanka where terrorist attacks have been threatening | 

undermine the civil admunrtratoon estaMished on the sc 
aeas. He also bicted Mr. Rifkend on the powerament's 
devolution package and Constitutional reforms 


The Sri Lankan foreign monster sand several times that 
his government's peace ciforts could not sacced whless 
the LTTE has heen crippled The vas sures of money 
remitted to the Tigers by front organizations in Western 
counties such as Britain contributes substantially | 
the campaign of terror and subversion He appealed 
to the Briush Government to resolve the problem 


TUC'’s Monks on Idea of “Stakeholder Fconomy’ 


MS17010945896 London THE TIMES om English 
17 Jan W p it 


[Arucle hy John Monks, Secretary General of the Trade 
Union Council, TUC. “The TUC's Stake on Mr Bla | 


[FBIS Transcribed Teast) For once the Conservatives 
felt they were on the front foot last week When the 
Prime Minister and his deputy condemned Tony Blam + 
vision of a stakeholder economy, they hoped to reach 
familar ground Stakcholding 1s about unions, they sand 
ht will help them to reburld their position My answer is 
yes Pul 1m a way that will confound, aot confirm, thew 
clams 


Bul a stakeholder ccomomy % fot about a return to the 
19k Nor does ut give Tory siratcgists af Chouse bo 
rerun ther anti-umon arguments of the 1980s 


First, oprnions on how to restore Britain's competitive 
ness are changing decis.vely, as are trade whom 


Secondly, and more significantiy, Tony Blas sea tas 
the radical potential to change the way we conetnat 
relations im the modern company and to change the role 
of unions 


We in the umons regard ourselves a stakeholders in the 
common enterprise of making thie country more com 
petitive, community-mnded and caring Thee country 
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aceds more influcnual umons to work with employers 
m a acw national drive for Competitivencss, to o¢ patt- 
nets im impovalon and traning. aad in providing oppor- 
tunstees to work for all. We can be partners in stamping 
out short-term selfishness and incompetence among the 
worst employers, who are letting the country down 


Britam has heen bedevilled by class distinctions at work, 
capressed im them and us” terms and im industrial 
comflct. ht w sot only workers who think like thn 
The recent cacesses in many boardrooms have shown 
vivadly that some directors still act in thew own personal 
imterests. One result 1s social moquality and division 
Another a firrncial system that rewards short-term 
divicend growth and deters long-term investment in 
Capital, waning and innovation. 


The dismantling of protection for people a work over 
the past decade and a half has encouraged many em- 
ployers to treat thew workers as factors of production, 
rather than as their most important resource. Jub inse- 
curity, domumshing rewards and increasing pressure ac 
now felt keenly by employees, irrespective of thew oc- 
Cupation of grade 


The comseguences ae stark. In the past year, Britain 
has slipped from fourteenth to cighteenth in the world 
competitiveness league. But a rising tide of opmmon 
now recognises that the future les in a high-skill, high- 
investment economy, with employers and employees 
working together to deal with change and improve 
competitiveness. Indeut, 44 of the $0 largest companies 
im Britain recognise trade unions 


Public opimion is vow consistently behind the involve- 
ment of umons in the workplace, one of our regula 
surveys now shows that nine out of ten people helieve 
that wmons ate essential to protect people's interes. at 
work, and a large majority think the balance of power a 
work has upped too far in (avour of employers. They are 
saying the prodiem is nc longer the over-mghty union. 
hut the over-mighty hows 


A strong sense of inscourity at work has contributed 
to this new support, but improved services to memhers 
and skilful changes in the way unions Campaign to win 
wider support have also played thew part 
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Neverthciess, although umonms have 4 Majot imictest in 
cconom success, Tony Blas wakcholdcr philosophy 
retmnds us thet the has stakeholder is the mdividual 
Every indrsdur’ employee has a stake im the success 
of bu or be company, and m the prosperity and 


lndeperdte« umons are the means for individuals to c1- 
erowse dow 6 oes OF to realee thew stakes collectively, 
and this «axe efiecuvely. That *. goad for both em- 
Ploycts aad «ploy: os. Employers need the collective 
commimea i (ew stall. And employees need to porn 
together, as ‘he relabonshup between employer and the 
mdividual em oyee ms mnevitaMy unequal 


In the pam, some have prancd the collective and 
forgotten that its ongmal purpose was to advance the 
interests of individuals Now the stakeholder concept 
corrects tus mistake ht reminds us of the proper role 
for umons and reinforces the legrumacy of representing 
umon memhers 


The TUC established a task group on stakeholding 
immediately after its Congress last year. Thus approach 
is a natural cxtenwon of the social partnerstup that 
we have advocated for both the country and individual 
firms 


(hur proposals for new mghts to representation at work 
also rest on the stakeholder wea, as they stan with 
the basic right of all employees to be consulted and 
represented in dealings with thew ecraployer if ticy wish 
If a majonty of the employees want i, then unions 
would have a legal nght to he recognised to negotiate 
for them 


But the TUC is cleat that stakehoiding is fot 4 cu- 
phemium for more employee nghts, although they we 
an integral past of this approach. The local community, 
suppher.. the lacal environment and the wider economy 
all have a stake op the success of Companies, past as indi 
vidual compames have a stake in the general prosperity 
and performance of the country 


Stakcholding an exciting idea which has emerged » 
the unregulated, free-market excesses of the 198th ae 
m thew death throes 
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Jeppe Outlines Priorities for Newt Two Years 


BRIGOTI4ISMH Paris AFP m French 
175) GMT 16 Jan @ 


[PBIS Tramiaed Excerpt] Pars, 16 Jan (APP) — Prime 
Minster Alun Juppe sand on Tuesday [16 January) that 
the ncut two years would he ‘years of dialogue and 
recewery. The priority tssucs will Se ‘employment, the 
battle agamet soxtal cachuson, and Europe 


Thes © the program for the acai two years. We must 
work together and work harder to carry i out,” he sand, 
addrewing tus New Years wishes to the press 


Like Prewedent Jacques Churac the previous day, the bead 
of the goveroment stressed that France would cooperate 
more closely with ots European partners, in patcula 
with Germany, to determunce by the end of this onth 
whch types of measures cach country could take to 
promete coonotm, growth 


As tat aw» employment ts concerned, Mr. Juppe sad 
that the government had recorded positive results 
with the decline of long-term employment. However, 
he called for a “motlization of the nation to fight 
against unemployment. referring to the slight opturmisty 
prospects which some polling imetitutes ae hinting at 
[passage ormtted |] 


As tor Eorope, the prime muniwster highlighted ‘three 
dates the intergovernmental conference, the third stage 
of economms and monetary umon, and the enlargement 
of the BU which ts. according to his own words, a “great 
challenge and a great amPution 


Alan Juppe sand he was open to self<riticim and 
recogmzed that he perhaps did not listen enough over 
the past oi months One does not rule like one did 
five of sit years ago, he sad, pledging to ‘listen more 
attentively to the French [passage omitted) 


U.S. Defense Indestry Policy Called ‘Trade War’ 
BRITT S 1996 Pans LE MONDE om Preach 
lo Jan ww, Pr Pl 


[Report hy Jacques Ienard Giant Born of Resiractor 
mgs | 


[PBIS Translated Excerpt] The consoldation of the US 
defense industry, leading to the regrouping of proaduc 
thon centers with the creation of major transnational! 
groups and te shedding of a very large umber of 
yom. «& mtenvonal Pentagon policy. lo Europe, in par 
teulat om Prance, wach a4 policy © even wewed a 4 
real declaration of trade war, im order to better conquer 
caport markets and provoke the final disappearance of 
Competitors passage omtied | 


FRANCE 


Worries 

This industry which, a Pentagon funding has cree! 
has restructured and redirected rieci! tow ad the loreigs 
markets 1 ts sccking to Conguct. & m the praces © 
wngemg ts European competitors feats of forceyn 
markets. French industrialnts who, nightly of wrong! 
feel themacives to he more pattculaly tapeted thas 
others, complam that the mdustry protects recif mm its 
own country by the Buy Amermxan Act and chpoys 
the support, on all corcumstamces, of the US. Export 
Admumstrahon, whech » La trom inciact. Bot 1 ts truce 
also that European modustry and especially Prem h 
industry — docs not have the same Meastulity, cnahiong 
it to ada to whe scaling Pack of multaty funding 
and thu « tends tow much to capect the state, of the 
cconome climate iecll, to provide directhom. of even 
opportunstics, for rts renewal 


Parts Seeks ‘Real Renovation’ of NATO 


BRITOLISSOS) Pars AEP om trench 
1358 GMI 17 Jan & 


[PRIS Tramiated Text! Paw. 17 lan APP) Hane 
again called for a ‘real tenevahon of NATO) of 
Wednesday [17 January] with the developmen of the 
European puller of the alliance m cuchange for the 
concesmoms vf has made vie-a-ves the US «controled 
it gamizatiion 


Prance confirmed mm Brussels on Wednesday [17 Jan 
wary) that t would take 4 more ative part om the muletary 
hramh components of NATO) hut would fet, however 
return to the mtegrated military structure 


Prance is also capected to propose to rts alles that a 
dialogue should he enitiated of the role of pac lew power 
in European security 


The concept of the European pullat of defense must 
home a comrete matter, Foreign Minetry Deputy 
Spoke nan Yves Dowtriaws sad Things we pong | 
slowly, he otressed 


The spokesman referred to the concept of the Comune 
jum Task Force, the primuple of whah had heen 
approved at the alliance sormmwt mm Janeaty 1944 hot 
which has fot heen emplemented vet 


Me stressed that jessoms moet he drawn from the work 
that has heen ac ommpliehed poontly hy Prame and NATH! 
i Bosna erthen the Joont Endeavor operation We 
mest few ctatne how these prath al affangetcn: 
can he made permanent. be added 


According to the spotreman. the defate ower nu iew 
meucs Gill fot take Place 1h the Seer fetere Pol later 
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if the Allies request it and in full respect of the principles 
which govern our deterrent force. 


Even though it 1s moving closer to the Atlantic alliance, 
Paris says it is not giving up the WEU [Western 
European Union), the only truly European defense 
organization. 


The spokesman recalled that France will have its place 
in the military committee, take part in the NATO 
Defense Council, and will take action to improve its 
working relauonship with the Supreme Headquarters 01 
the Allied Powers in Europe.” 


Even though we are making concessions to NATO, 
we afe nol giving up any intention to proceed with the 
development of European security,” Mr. Doutnaux said 


We ate clearly saying that Atlantic defense and Euro- 
pean defense must go hand in hand. The renovation of 
the alliance and the development of a European defense 
identity must be achieved simultaneously, he stressed. 


The European defense identity has an ‘instrument’: the 

WEU, which ts both the European pillar of the alliance 

and the defense component of the European Union 
This means that the WEU must work for the EU and 
ath NATO, the spokesman added. 


While rejecting the idea of a “progressive return to 
NATO. the spokesman also stressed that ‘it 1s because 
we want to hetter contribute to the renovation process 
that we have proposed to our partners that we cooperate 
more closely with them. 


Defense Minister Millon Discusses Military Policy 


1D1701232696 Paris France-info Radio in Frenct: 
1716 GMT 17 Jan 9 


{Stucho intervic w with French Defense Minister Charles 
Millon by un‘dentified correspondent — live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] (Correspondent) Hello, Charles 
Mallon ; 


[Mil a) Hello 


[Correspondent] Francois Mitterrand, the commander of 
the armed forces during 14 years, passed away last 
week. How does the military establishment remember 
him?’ 


[Millon] A man who remained loyal to the deterrence 
strategy and military policy as defined by the founder 
of the Fifth Republic and as it has declined over the last 
V years. This 1s undoultedly the image or rather the 
analysis the leaders of the French Army are making 


[Correspondent] What do you think of the current 
atmosphere in which questions are raised over whether 
a sick president was capable of carrying out his tasks’ 
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[Milion} I have a lot of respect for the former president, 
and I have a lot of respect for the person as a human 
being to make Comments and take part in a debate that 
seems to have hit the required discreuon following the 
death of a person [as heard]. 


[Correspondent] Defense minister, you confirmed that 
the end of the nuclear test campaign will take place 
by the end of February. Today France has agreed to 
discuss nuclear issues within NATO. This ts the first 
ume in history. NATO, so i seems, is a More important 
insutution than Europe in military terms? 


[Millon] Not at all' As you know, in 1966 General 
de Gaulle left the military alliance because he did not 
oMain a positive response to the demand for a significant 
participation of France in NATO bodies. Today, after 
having observed the development of the diplomatic and 
military situation, the balance of power in Europe and 
in the world France wishes to see Europe enjoying 
4 stronger presence within NATO, that the European 
defense entity becomes firmer, that a European pillar 
should exist alongside the North American pillar, and 
that NATO be reformed 


It was with this in mond that Foreign Minister Herve de 
Charette and myself have made statements. It was with 
this in mind that we have taken past in some meetings 
But it 1s out of the question, | repeat out of the question, 
to go back to NATO mulitary command within the 
prevailing Conditions, as long as there 1s no recognition 
of the European defense identity, the recognition of 
the European defence pillar, and the reform of NATO 
structure 


[Correspondent] Some papers reported today on a study 
by the straiegy committee suggesung among other 
things the end of mulitary service in France and its 
replacement by a civilian service and an increased 
professionalization of the army?’ 


[Millon] These papers and magazines have only re- 
peated the analyses | made and in which | called for 
a civilian service to replace the military service. | said 
it and President Chirac raised this issue dung the clec- 
thon campaign. Some cadres of the Defense Ministry 
are cxamuning the development of the national service, 
the professionalization of our army, and the way its hu- 
man resources are structured and the new coherence that 
must prevail in a national service that would reinforce 
national cohesion. It 1s on this spirit that proposals will 
he made within the next few weeks or months 


What is false ts that the strategy committee issued 
a report. No report has been issued by the strategy 
commiuttec 
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{Correspondent} The military procurement bill is being 
readied. For France to adapt to the new international 
order while safeguarding its social policy, there must 
be some trimmung of the military's sails. 


[Millon] Who says so’ 


[Correspondent] I am asking you. A little reduction 
must be made. At some point, there have to be savings 
made al the same time as our military options are being 
redirected toward the new international entente. 


[Millon] No, at present things are changing. The move 
toward a professional army is part of this change, 
actually. The setting up of a Franco-German armaments 
agency is part of a new move as regards armaments, 
whether from an industrial point of view or from the 
point of view of procurement. European partnerships 
that have been concluded, such as the pact between 
Eurospatial and the German company, Dasa, are, in 
fact, part of this change as regards European defense, as 
are agreements such as Euroforce and Euromarforce — 
organizauons set up by previous governments — and 
the European air group, which was decided at Chartres 
last year and that was set up this year. All that is part 
of a normal reappraisal, | would say, of French defense 


policy witha Europe as a whole. 


(Correspondent) Nevertheless there are choices to be 
made, if only with regard to French industry. Pierre 
Lellouche describes the Rafale plane or the Leclerc tank 
as cold war arms. Is he anticipating, or will there be no 
shift in past policies” 


[Millon] That is Pierre Lellouche’s poimt of view. At 
present, France is taking part in the development of 
the Rafale plane and the Leclerc tank. It seems to 
me evident that tomorrow there are to be changes 
in the tank industries, in the production of tanks, 
or in the acronautical industry. But in the present 
Situation, there is a new military procurement bill that 
is feady, and there is no question today of going 
back on commitments or procurements that the French 
Government has agreed to, and in particular, the Rafale 
or the Leclerc tank. 


(Correspondent! Exactly, the manufacturer of Leclerc, 
GIAT, is close to bankruptcy. It has just announced a 
loss of 12 billion francs, and one can already compare 
this industry in France to the iron and steel industry in 
the 1980's; that is to say, leading to across-the-board 
joh cuts 


{Millon} First of all, GIAT is not on the verge of bank- 
rupicy. GIAT's situation ts serous, even very serous, as 
I told the National Assembly, when | was asked about 
this company. One can note cumulative losses of up 
0 118 Mlhon francs. They are losses that result from 


FRANCE i 


many fiscal years, thal is to say, many years. A certain 
number of errors were mace. Some investments were 
clearly based on poor judgment. Now the time is nght 
to clear things up. You know, my method for dealing 
with industrial issues 1s simple. First of all, clarify the 
Situation, which 1s what we have just done — carry- 
ing Out audits, studies, and surveys. Next, consultation 
Let me say quite officially on your station, to the CFDT 
[French Democrat Contederation of Labor}, which has 
just made 4 statement expressing concern over GIAT's 
future. There will be a major consultauon with man- 
agement and unions, and in particular, the union repre- 
sentatives, on the future of the company, on the future 
of its industrial sites, on the partnerships that it 1s ap- 
propriate to encourage with other French and European 
companies to make certain products more viable, and to 
extend the lite of other products. And finally, the third 
Stage after clarificauion and consultation, there 1s the de- 
cision. It is out of the question for us to consider the 
disappearance of GIAT. For us there 1s simply the mat- 
ter of looking forward (9 tts recovery 


{Correspondent} But in this industry, the rapporteur at 
the National Assembly, Rene Galy-Deyean, 1s torecast- 
ing the loss of $0,000 jobs in the armaments industry 
in France over the next two years 


{Millon} Mr. Galy-Deyean alone can take responsibility 
for his report. it us evident that there will be a certain 
number of structural reforms. It 1s clear that there 
will be some regrouping. It 1s clear that there will be 
redeployment. It is also clear that we will examine, with 
management and umons, forms of early retirement of 
gradual relirement to correct imbalances in employment 
in a Certain number of sectors. It is clear we will also 
Study a reduction in working hours to facilitate this 
adaptation, but, | state very firmly and very clearly, there 
1S NO Question cf us Considering the armaments industry 
as a bankrupt industry. For us this is a question of 
adapting the armaments industry to the new challenges 
at the end of the century 


[Correspondent] Thank you 


NATO Welcomes Paris’ Nuclear Initiative 


LDI70110 2896 Paris France-2 lTeleteu on French 
1820 GMT 17 Jan 


[FBIS Translated Text} The Atlantic Alliance partners 
in Brussels on Wednesday [17 January) welcomed the 
rapprochement with NATO). notably in nuclear matters, 
decided by Paris 


The French initiative was unanimously and warmly 
received by the allies. a NATO official sand 
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France confirmed that its defense minister and its chief 
of staff would from now on participate in meetings with 
their partners within the Atianuc Alliance. 


Paris Suggests UN Confer on Great Lakes Region 


BR1801142296 Paris AFP in French 
1333 GMT 18 Jan % 


(FBIS Translated Text] Paris, 18 Jan (AFP) — The 
Foreign Ministry said on Thursday [18 January] that 
the “mayor initiative which the internauonal community 
should take in support of Burundi is to quickly convene 
a conference on the Great Lakes region under the aegis 
of the United Nations and the Organization of African 
Unity (OAU}.” 


Foreign Ministry Spokesman Jacques Rummethardt said 
that such a conference was essential “to tackle the 


problems which affect the region.” 


“A firm and durable solution to those problems can 
only be found if follow-up instruments are used which 
secure guarantees from the international Community 
and its help for the reconstruction of the country,” the 


spokesman added. 


“In the context of the ‘preventive’ diplomacy that the 
EU is conducting in Burundi, France proposes thal a 
special EU envoy should be appointed to help restore 
a climate of confidence and peace in Burundi and 
contribute to preparing the UN conference,” he stated. 


He stressed that “the special envoy should of course 
work in close cooperation with the special representa- 
ves of the UN and OAU general secretaries in the 
region.” 


Lastly, Mr. Rummethardt said that it seemed necessary 
to France that “the international community should 
systematically examine all the possible ways to a pacific 
settlement of the problems in the region.” 


Efforts Toward Arms Sales to Gulf States Noted 


BRi601152396 Paris LE MONDE in French 
13 Jan % ps 


{Report by Jacques Isnard: “France Is Trying To Re- 
launch Its Arms Sales in the Gulf States”) 


[FBIS Translated Text} France has already concluded 
major agreements on military cooperation with Kuwait, 
even though the United States and, to a lesser extent 
the United Kingdom, are the main arms suppliers to the 
emurate. In 1992, after the war against the lragis, France 
signed a defense agreement with Kuwait, committing 
itself to coming to the Kuwaitis’ aid in the event of 
fresh aggression. During his trip to Kuwait, Mr. Millon 
has plans to meet with Amur Shaykh Jabir al-Ahmad 
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al-Jabir al-Sabah, the prime munister, and the defense 
minister. 


Where the Navy is concerned, the talks are to focus on 
the acquisition of between two and four very heavily 
armed corvettes weighing something like 2,000 tonnes 
(offshore missile vessels) as well as an order for sea- 
lo vea weapons systems suited for deployment on the 
eight Combattante class missile-launching patrol boats, 
the hulls of which Kuwait bought from Constructions 
mecaniques de Normandie {Mechanical Constructions 
of Normandy] in Cherbourg back in March 1995. 


Since the talk is of corvettes, which could be built by 
the directorate of naval construction in Lonent, France 
is Competing against no less than one dozen foreign 
shipyards, particularly the United States, Germany, the 
United Kingdom, and Sweden 


The Kuwaiti Government wanted the vessels of this 
type to accommodate a S-tonne anti-submarine combat 
helicopter and be equipped with weapons like the MM 
40 Exocet, for use against surface vessels, as well as 
with anti-aircraft missiles, such as the French Sadral or 
Aster. 


As for arming the eight 250-tonne patrol boats it already 
ordered from Cherbourg, Kuwait — which has yet to 
make its choice — 1s interested in the shortest range 
French MM _ 15 sea-to-sea missiles or in surface-to- 
surface versions of the British Sea Skua missile. The 
possibility cannot be ruled out of these boats also being 
equipped with very short range anti-aircraft missiles, 
like the (French) Sadral or the (Bntsh) Starburst 


An “Outpost” of the General Directorate for 
External Security 


In the air defense industry, discussions with France will 
center on the possible purchase of Mistral ground-to-air 
missiles and the renewa! of the contract providing for 
the maintenance of helicopters that have already been 
sold. The helicopters in question are primarily Gazelle’ s, 
Puma’s, and Super-Puma’s that were supplied between 
1974 and 1985. So generally speaking France is stepping 
up its efforts in this region of the world, despite the 
fierce competition from the United States and the United 


Kingdom. 


Based on the principle that this part of the globe 
must not merely remain on intimate strategic terms 
with the Americans, the French commercial offensive 
iS Not confining itself to Kuwait. At the same ume it 
is aimed at the United Arab Emurates (UAE). Barely 
one year ago France and the UAE signed a security 
agreement under the terms of which the former would 
protect the latter in the event of foreign aggression 





* report may contasn copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is 


prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 











FBIS-WEU-96-012 
18 January 1996 


One part of the agreement — undoubtedly the most 
secret part — provided for cooperation between the two 
counties’ intelligence services, with the establishment 
of an “outpost” of the General Directorate for External 
Security in Abu Dhabi. Today, in the wake of the 
purchase of 400 Leclerc tanks worth something like 20.6 
billion francs, France and the UAE are discussing two 
very important arms deals, which are expected to be 
concluded this year, regardless of who turns out to land 
them. 


Extensive Credits 


One contract concerns the potential purchase of between 
two and four mussile-launching La Fayette class frigates 
(3,600 tonnes), and the other concerns the possible order 
of between 40 and 80 combat aircraft. Once again, this 
is resulting in a showdown between the US. F-15E (the 
latest model, fitted with the latest Amraam air-to- air 
missiles) and the Mirage 2000 — for lack of the Rafale 
— which is also produced by the Dassault group, which 
cannot be exported before 1999. The Rafale and the 
Mirage 2000, fitted with Mica missiles, were presented 
at the most recent arms fair held in Dubai in mid- 
November 1995. 


Throughout the Middle East, credits for military pur- 
chases, which since 1993 have fluctuated between $41 
and $45 billion depending on the year in question, are 
higher in terms of their percentage of GDP than they 
are anywhere cise in the world. Half of these credits are 
spent on defending the member states of the Gulf Co- 
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operation Council which comprises Kuwait, the U.AE. 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, and Oman. 


Millon oa Need To Restructure Armament Industry 


BR1701131896 Paris AFP in French 
1224 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{(FBIS Translated Text} Pans, 17 Jan (AFP) — Defense 
Minister Millon on Wednesday [17 January) presented 
his plan for “the thorny issue of industrial restructuring 
in the armament sector.” 


The defense minister addressed his New Year's wishes 
to the press on the day when GIAT [Industrial Group for 
Ground Weapons} CEO Jacques Loppion was to present 
the results of a survey on the armament industry. 


According to Mr. Millon, three words sum up his ap- 
proach to industrial restructuring: “clarifications, con- 
sultations, decisions.” He believes that the situation of 
the armament industry is often “complex and obscure. 
This is why absolute clarification is essential. It will be 
made possible through audits, surveys, and assessments 
which are now being carried out in the armament com- 


panies. 


“Consultations will take as long as necessary, the 
minister said, adding that it is essential to “reinvigorate 
and make companies healthier financially. Lastly, the 
decisions will be made by the government, Mr. Millon 
indicated. The minister insisted that “once a decision 
has been made, it will be carried out. 
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14 ITALY AND VATICAN CITY 


Italy 


Agnelli on Fulfillment of European Obligations 
LD1701194396 Rome RA! Radio Uno Network 
in Italian 1400 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Foreign Minister Susanna 
Agnelli is meeting the press after her speech outlining 
Italy's plans for the six months of its EU presidency 
to the European Parliament in Strasbourg. Francesco 
Mattioli reports. 


(Matuoli) The program is ambitious, leaving aside 
the political uncertainties that Italy is experiencing at 
the moment, European Commission President Jacques 
Santer said in the chamber of the Swasbourg parliament. 


[passage omstied] 


{Gerardo} Bianco and La Malfa were opposed to the 
opening of the political crisis, and in a joint statement 
asked in whose name the Italian presidency was speak- 
ing. Those interested in giving an answer or a solution to 
the crisis must take the country’s European obligations 
into account. Against this background, Susanna Agnelli 
faced the international press at the European Parliament. 
1 am certain, she said, that the next Italian Government 
will act fully on the obligations | have outlined — the 
opening of the conference for the revision of the Maas- 
tricht treaty, in order to put the union firmly on the path 
of truly irreversible integration so that Europe can ex- 
pand without weakening itself. 


Will Jacques Chirac be in Turin in March? The foreign 
minister will only be able to give a final answer after 
a meeting with her French counterpart de Charetic, 
who will accompany Chirac when he visits the Pope 
in a few days’ ime. But for the Italian presidency, the 
Turin meeting will, however, be on the level of heads 
of government, Agnelli confirmed. And a minor matter 
was also mentioned — the proposed opening of a joint 
representation office in Brussels for the Alto Adige and 
the Austrian Tyrol. Italy, said Agnelli, will not be able 
to allow this, at least in the proposed form, without 
consultations with the two regions. 
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Vatican City 


Israeli Minister Meets With Pope, Officials 


TA1801094496 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST 
in English 18 Jan96 pil 


[Report from Rome by Lisa Palmeri-Billig) 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Pope John Paul Il 1s likely 
to visit Jerusalem in 1997 on a religious pil znmage 
and to encourage the peace process, Re‘igiour, Affairs 
Minister Shim'on Sheun said here yesuiday, after 
meeting with the pope and other Vatican officials 


He told reporters that a tnp is “more likely to take place 
in 1997 than in 1996, but I don’t exclude 1996.” Shetrit 
said the visit would not be conungent on the peace talks 


The pope received an official invitavon to visit Israc! 
from Yitzhag Rabin, when he last visited Rome in 
March 1994. 


Shetrit was accompanied by ministry Director-General 
Asher Sager, Uri Mor, the head of the Christan com- 
munities department, and Shmuel Hadas, Israc!'s am- 
bassador to the Holy See. 


Shetrit said the pope felt it would be important to 
commemorate “the memory of the tragedy of the Shoah 
{[Holocaust}” during his visit in Israel. [passage omuticd| 


The pope and Vatican officials asked to be updated on 
the peace talks, but made no suggestions or comments 
on Jerusalem's future. 


Since the beginning of Vatican-Isracl diplomatic rela- 
tions and the parallel Israeli-Arab peace talks, the Vat- 
can has conunued to speak of “international guarantees 
for religious sites and communities, but has consistently 
refrained from making any statements on Jerusalem's 
political status. 
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Sampaio on US., Timor, Russia, EU, NATO 


BR1I701130396 Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
12 Jan 9% pp 33-50 


{interview with President-Elect Jorge Sampaio by 
Fernando Madrinha, Cristina Figueiredo, and Orlando 
Raimundo in Viseu; date not given: “1 Am as Confident 
as in the Beginning’ | 


[FPBIS Translated Excerpt] [EXPRESSO}] If elected, do 
you hope to be invited to chair cabinet meetings, as 
happened with Mario Soares last week’ How often’ 


{Sampaio} Yes, at important moments in national life. It 
is envisaged in the Constitution that this should happen 
under excepuonal conditions, and the initiative seemed 
to me excellent, at a ume when Portugal is going to 
take part in a NATO force in a theater of war for the 
first me. As far as the frequency is concerned, it is 
impossible to say, not only because it is the inviting 
body which can establish it but also because this must 
not be tnvialized. 


[EXPRESSO] But would you see an advantage in there 
being some frequency, since you believe that it would be 
difficult for the government to promote a foreign policy 
contrary to the president of the Republic's opinion? 


[Sampaio] The solution lies in constant information. 
In Portugal, there is virtually a common denominator 
with respect to foreign policy. The president's powers 
presuppose a considerable degree of agreement. It is 
what the Brush constitutionalists call “due attention’; 
that 1s, taking into account what the president says. 
It is on that noncontentious basis that matters should 
be placed. We gain nothing by fostering institutional 
disputes 


[EXPRESSO)|) Do you believe thal it was a mustake to 
have maintained that no foreign policy can be conducted 
contrary to the president's opinion? 


[Sampaio] | do not believe so. If we look closely at the 
writers of treatises on the Constitution, notes and com- 
mentarics, we find that the search is always for consen- 
sus and information. Conduct and implementation rest 
with the government 


{EXPRESS} Does that mean that there was a ship on 
your part’ 


[Sampaio] There was no slip, but | am grateful that you 
have given me the opportunity to clarify the matter. | 
hardly knew that there would be an invitation to the 
man who is still president of the Republic... In a normal 
situation, whai prevails is agreement. We cannot spend 
our lives talking about exceptional things. Moreover, we 
should want cxceptional things not to occur, because 
they are aiso detrimental to constituional normality 
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There 1s a creation of [former Prime Minister] Cavaco 
to which | will put an end — the idea of the blocking 
forces. It ends with me. It was one of the things most 
harmful to Portuguese democracy and the Constitution 


[EXPRESSO! Since the president is the country’s 
foremost ambassador, whal is your maim concern in 
foreign policy” 


[Sampaio] There are three, and they have to do with 
Portugal's strategic position. In the first place, to con- 
solidate and rebuild the Portuguese people's commut- 
ment to the EU, affected by a great lack of citizens’ 
elucidation and participauon in the process of Euro- 
pean building. Second, to help build the Community of 
Portuguese-Speaking Peoples. Last, to keep the issue of 
Timor alive at home and abroad and to follow Macao's 
transition with the utmost ngor. 


{EXPRESSO}] Is the Portuguese-Speaking Community 
a priority aim? 


[Sampaio] Absolutely, especially in the sphere of spe- 
cific measures. There 1s a great deal of talk about great 
instruments and great summits, but then nothing hap- 
pens. Some 20 years later, there is still no cultural cen- 
ter in Luanda [Angola] 


{[EXPRESSQ} If you are president, will you press the 
government to that effect’ 


{Sampaio} li is necessary to say: “For the love of God, 
look at that business of the cultural center in Luanda, it 
is a disgrace. Look what can be done in Bissau, where 
the young people have only had TORRINHAS and A 
BOLA to read for two years. [passage omitted] 


[EXPRESSQ) Should the Portuguese-Speaking Com- 
munity have confined itself to the cultural areca, of 
should it also have an economic clement’ 


[Sampaio] The politicians’ role is to pave the way. If 
there are no business, scientific, and academic initia- 
lives, you are ieft without any base. A communique is 
drawn up and everybody goes home. We must be more 
aggressive with respect to the productive sectors, the 
small industries. It happens that when some medium- 
sized enterprises wish to go to Angola, they have dif- 
ficulties with the Portuguese banks, and end up asking 
Luxembourg for credit at lower interest rates. We must 
put in order the bodies dealing with cooperation, where 
the utmost confusion sometimes prevails. Coordination 
of cooperation at the level of states, enterprises, the cul- 
tural institutes, and the local authorities could be a very 
considerable advance 


[EXPRESSO)| Should not cooperation begin by being 
conducted on a state-to-state basis”? 
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{Sampaio} That is exactly what I am saying: State-to- 
state is irreplaceable because it paves the way and lays 
down the benchr.ark machinery, but afterward there are 
all the other sectors which should follow up thal paving 
of the way. [passaze omitted] 


[EXPRESSO) Has Portuguese foreign policy failed in 
the case of Timor? 


{Sampaio} I do not believe so. 1 do not take a negative 
view on that matter. There has been considerable na- 
uonal unity in that connection, and the matter has been 
raised with other heads of state and the United Nations. 
Everything now depends on the evolution of Indonesia, 
the intra-Timorese dialogue, and developments at the 
United Nations. It is very difficult to wonder what more 
could be done. What strikes me most is our not manag- 
ing to have a permanent judicious policy for the Timo- 
rese people seeking asylum in Portugal. | was with them 
recently, and I see their difficulties. Some of them do 
not know Portuguese; they have a little assistance from 
social security, but they face several problems with re- 
spect to education and housing. 


[EXPRESSO] How can this be resolved? 


[Sampaio] A statute and a set of practical measures must 
he adopted soon. 
[EXPRESSO}] Setting up a fund to support them’ 


{Sampaio} Exactly: Something that will give them funds 
to pay for their accommodation and studies. Many of 
them wish to return with a training which could be 
useful to them in public and local admunistration, but 
thal is our Concern; it is not Mr. Butrus-Ghali who will 
resolve it. 


[EXPRESSO] How do you view the resurgence of the 
Communist parties in East Europe? Are we witnessing 
the beginning of a return of the two blocs in Europe, or 
has real Communism finally died” 


[Sampaio] There have been free elections in those 
countries and, with them, changes which we should 
respect. 

[EXPRESSO}) It is not a matter of respecting or not 
respecting. 


[Sampaio] Without entering into details, | would say that 
there was an evolution in those countries, and that real 
Communism, to use your expression, is in fact over 
The situation in Russia is more worrying than in the 
countries of the former Eastern bloc, which all wish to 
enter Europe and the EU. 


[EXPRESSO) Do you believe that there is a danger of 
a regression? 
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[Sampao] I do not beheve so. A strongly Western- 
leaning market economy is developing in those coun- 
tunes. There have been privatization measures, even in 
agriculture, and the parues themselves have been trans- 
formed. Something more deeply worrying 1s happening 
in Russia, but I believe that we have no facts for assess- 
ing exactly what is happening. 


{[EXPRESSO) What about the hypothesis of that evo- 
luuon’s leading in the more of less distant future to a 
return to the military Mocs? 


{Sampaio} Let us put the matter this way: There is a 
great problem with security in Europe, and that is why 
the Western presence in Bosnia is important. Europe 
has a more global security problem than people be- 
eve. It will be advantageous to stabilize ut, and this 
will not be dene against Russia, but although there are 
unpredictable elements, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Poland, and Hungary are evolving in the direction of 
living standards, economic rules, and political associa- 
tions really similar to ours. 


[EXPRESSO} The situation which we are expenencing 
today is one not of cooperation but of virtual submission 
to U.S. leadership. Do you deem it desirable to counter 
that hegemony’ 


{Sampaio} The U.S. presence in NATO is indispensable 
This does not mean that the Western European Union 
should not develop, integrated into the EU, and that 
it should not play a world role together with the EU 
There were, in fact, European shortcomings in the case 
of Bosnia, which were made good by U.S. leadership 
As long as we do not have the idea that we should also 
have a dimension of a common European security and 
foreign policy, we will always fall short of what we 
should be. 


[EXPRESS] Does it make sense for Portuguese Armed 
Forces to continue to exist? 


[Sampaio] It makes complete sense. It is an essential 
clement of sovereignty in ancient, modern, and future 
umes. It forms part of the theory of the state for there 
to be Armed Forces as an element of sovereignty. This 
what makes it possible, for instance, for there to be 
Portuguese troops in Bosnia. Today there is a problem of 
European security in which our parucipation 1s essential 
We should take part in the global security process, in 
the EU, NATO, and the United Nations. Whoever, like 
Portugal, aims to be a Security Council member, must 
have that dimension of activity. 


{[EXPRESSO) What is Portugal's strategic enemy” 


[Sampaio] The matter should not be put in those terms. 
but if we speak, for instance, of our exclusive economic 





report may conta copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
ss protubited without permiunon of the copynght owners 











must be able to patrol it. There are permanent tasks 
and excepuonal tasks. In either case, | do not believe 
that there can be Portuguese sovereignty without Armed 
Forces, whatever the tasks performed al cach moment. 


{[EXPRESSO) Is Islamic fundamentalism in North 
Africa a threat for Portugal? 


[Sampaio] We should not look at the Maghreb outside a 
context of increased and intensive Cooperation between 
the EU and those countnes, which are struggling against 
fundamentalism. It is necessary to follow up the Madrid 
summits and the Barcelona meetings, with ali that this 
reveals. There are people who are secking refuge in 
their interpretation of religion, precisely because of the 
inadequacy of their own everyday lives. Economic and 
cultural development is the best antidote for extremism 
of that kind. 


[EXPRESSO}] Do you not believe that the EU frequently 
disregards Portuguese interests? There is the halibut, 
the case of the tomato, the fisheries agreement with 
Morocco. 


[Sampaio] The EU is a set of states in which cach 
will do his best. The Portuguese must play at all the 
negotiating tables, but they obviously cannot always 
win. Nobody does our housework. We noust build very 
vigorously a Portuguese case and put our foot down, 
discover alliances, have the support of public opinion, 
inform, and take part. What can the weakest locomotives 
do? Join in or make a noise. 


{[EXPRESSO}| And has that noise not yet been made? 


{Sampaio} I helieve that there has been a lack of 
initiative. We must switch from being a good pupil to 
being a demanding partner. With an informed public 
opinion and parliament and political forces capable of 
being attracted to that European consensus, we will 
have improved our negotiating position. Note: Portugal 
has received significant Community funds in terms of 
Community solidanty. The problem of their use is ours 
alone. 


[EXPRESSO) But must we relinquish our productive 
sectors in order to receive the funds? 


[Sampaio] No, we do not, but it would be interesting to 
see, for instance, if we did not belong to the EU, where 
we would be fishing from the me when exclusive 
economic zones were defined. There are fronts which 
we must know how to value. Why did we throw away 
two years of transition in agriculture, when we could 
have used that time, already given and agreed’? Why 
did we open the border to the free movement of capital 
before time, as the calmest economists clearly state? It 
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was not necessary’ These are mistaken domestic policy 
decisions. 


{EXPRESSO}] Do you agree with the Union's castward 
enlargement? 

[Sampaio] | agree, but it is necessary first to effect 
the institutional reform and have an idea of the costs 
which enlargement represents for current policies and 
what new resources the EC has. All these arrangements 
are essential for it to be possible to tackle enlargement. 


[EXPRESSO] Do you agree with the path pointed out 
by the man who is sull president of the Republic in the 
end-of-year message, to the effect of our being more 
critical and demanding with respect to Europe’ 


[Sampaio] Demanding, yes, l could not agree more, but 
1 am not quite a Euroskeptic. We have to rebuild do- 
mestic consensus, the so- called domestic mobil zation 
Euroskepucism must be transformed into realistw Eu- 
roactivism. 


[EXPRESSO) What role could the president of the 
Republic play in resolving a problem as important as 
that of the water dispute with Spain? 


[Sampaio] The president is the apex of the state, 
represents it abroad, and is the guarantor of pational 
unity. So he has an influencing role and an educational 
role. He must be, as always, Sehind the government, 
which he should give stable conditions to ensure that 
that difficult negotiation is tackled effectively, and not 
as & mere environmental matter, as in the former 
government. It is a serious issue of our foreign policy 


[EXPRESSO] Are you opumistic’ 
[Sampaio] | am just realistic. 
[EXPRESSO)} What does that mean’ 


[Sampaio] That with the new government there will be 
a tougher negotiation, and there will always be recourse 
to its multlateralization in the European context 


[EXPRESSO} Could the solution have been found 
already’ 

[Sampaio] A more active negotiation could undouMedly 
have been conducted. The fact that the water dispute was 
handled only by the Ministry of the Environment for a 
long time was a mistake. This is an essential issue of 
Portuguese foreign policy. 


{[EXPRESSO)} Do you agree with compulsory military 
service, in the form in which it exists in Portugal today’ 


[Sampaio] The missions of which we spoke a shor 
while ago require a significant degree of professional. 
ization, but | am still in favor of compulsory military 
service, if only for traditional democratic reasons 
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{[EXPRESSO] The mil tary chiefs disagree. They be- 
lheve that four months is not enough to train the boys. 


[Sampaio] | believe that what exists is fine, although 
it could be corrected. The reduction caused the Armed 
Forces very complicated logistic and budgetary prob- 
lems. | am not opposed to that reduction. | believe that 
U.ere must be a contingent with egalitarian access for all 
citizens, bul the more crucial duties must be performed 
by professionals. 
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{[EXPRESSO}] You disagree with Antomo Guterres here 
He has advocated that the trend should be in the 
direcuion of greater professionalization 


[Sampaio] But I am also in favor of greater profes- 
sionalization. There is n0 disagreement. Boys with four 
months’ training cannot be sent tc Bosnia. That would 
be ternble. [passage omitted] 
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Amar Presents Defense, Foreign Policy 


81601160196 Madrid ABC in Spanish 14 Jan % 
yp 06-67 


{Interview with People’s Party Chairman Jose Maria 
Azar by unidentified ABC correspondents on 11 Jan- 
wary, place not given: “Six-Month Military Service Can 
and Will Be Introduced” | 


{FBIS Translated Text) The People’s Party's program 
for the Defense Ministry envisages, among other plans, 
the gradual professionalization of the Armed Forces, 
to give them greater efficiency and effectiveness, and 
a reduction of mulitary service to six months, with a 
pay rise for reserve troops. Jose Maria Aznar deems 1 
essential to increase the defense budget since the current 
budget leaves the Armed Forces “in a subsistence 
situation.” With respect to foreign policy, the People's 
Party backs active defense of the Spanish productive 
sectors in order to achieve a gradual cconomuc recovery. 


[ABC] The proposal of six-month malitary service made 
by the People’s Party has aroused controversy. The 
Socialists assert that the military reject ut. Has the 
People’s Party found that rejection ’ 


{Aznar} The only message that the Soctalists have 
right now is: “It is umpossitle: i is impossible, it 
is impossible.” Well then, in response, | say that the 
professionalization of the Armed Forces is acceptable 
and desirable. Spain has some dangers for its security, 
and needs to have Armed Forces to meet those dangers. 
Within the framework of shared overall security, we 
are very clear about our model of participation in the 
Atlantic alliance, and | have already said that Spain 
continues to be present in NATO and that I will not 
revise the model, but that does not alter the fact that 
we should improve our forces’ effectiveness, from two 
basic Viewpomts. One of them is of a financial and 
budgetary nature, because there is a commitment to 
earmark 2 percent of GDP for the Armed Forces. We 
currently barely reach 1.2 percent, which places them 
in a subsistence sttuation and hampers any reform. 
The other is that of a generalized publ commitment, 
because we cannot rely solely on the Armed Forces. 
The idea of civil defense, which is virtually nonexistent 
right now, must be developed 


[ABC] What steps cxactly must the professionalization 
of the Armed Forces take’ 


[Aznar) | have laid down two essential rules: complete 
professionalization of the Navy, the Ai Force, and 
the Army's Rapid Intervention Force, and sia-month 
military service. Do not tell me that the latter is 
not possiic, hecause it is untrue It can and will 
he introduced. and we will accept the consequences 
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of our decisions. We know thal to achieve a greaie’ 
professionalization of the Armed Forces it is necessary 
to increase servicemen’s pay and increase the sumiv; 
of professional servicemen. This will cost around SO 
billion pesetas, which is perfectly acceptabic, because in 
this Commection if is necessary to take inte account not 
only the factor of the cost of the operation but also that 
of the damage and incihcoency which cease to occur 
And I undertake here a very clear commutment and 
firmly advocate Armed Forces with greater effective and 
efficiency. What we cannot do is to continue with the 
absurd situation that nght now the government virtually 
cannot send a reserve serviceman outside his province 


[ABC] What will become of conscientious ofection and 
alternative social service within that reform’ 


[Aznar] | greatly respect conscientious objection and 
have no intention of reducing alternative social service 
night now, among other things because | do not believe, 
cither, that that is the issue. The fact is that after a 
number of months, we see that alternative sacial service 
is a mechanism which does not work 


[ABC] What about draft dodging” 


[Aznar] Draft dodging is living outside the rules. and in 
this country when people wish to live outside the rules, 
the law is applied 


[ABC] The Young Socialists have just asked the gov- 
crament for a pardon for draft dodgers 


[Aznar] If | had held a vote on the abolition of mulrtary 
service in the New Generations Executive Commutice 
this morning (Thursday), the outcome would have heen 
200 to two in favor of abolition 


[ABC] And if paying taxes were put to the vote’ 


{Aznar] It is not the same thing. Paying taxes is not put 
to the vote in any country, out there are professional 
Armed Forces 


[ABC] Is there any change planned with respect to 
foreign policy’ 

[Aznar] The broad outlines of the Spanish national in- 
terest should be unaffected by changes of government 
Spain knows where it stands. We have our interests in 
the EU and in Latin America, we have our Modnter. 
ranean interests, our relationship with the United States 
How we take advantage of opp: tunities and how we 
at in the world are another matter For instance, from 
the European viewpoint, an essential maticr is active 
defense of the Spanish productive sectors, hecause one 
of the key clements of cconomuc recovery i the reco 

cry of the industrial hase, which we have no reason to 
forgo. t would be no had thing, in this connection, 
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pass one of the tests which we have outstanding in Eu- 
rope, even at the cost of Mr. Gonzalez’ losing a littic 
popularity there. 

[ABC] And if you eventually do not win, of the People's 
Party does not govern’ 

[Aznar] We will win and we will govern, and so the 
question 1s mappropriate. 


Defense, Larger Budget and Profesionalization 


Reduction of military service — Reduce the pernod of 
military service from nine to sin months and increase 
10 approumately 70,000 the number of professional 
serescemen making up the Armed Forces. 


Professionalization of Armed Forces — Completely 
professionalize the Navy and Aw Force, as well as the 
Army's Rapid Action Force (FAR). 


Servicemen's pay — Increase reserve soldiers’ and 
sailors’ pay (called “wages i hand”) to 90,000 pesetas, 
that 1s, about half the guaranteed minimum wage. 


Increase in budget — Increase moderately and gradually 
the budget appropriation for the Defense Ministry in 
order im the long term to approach what the European 
allhes spend 

Effective programs — Introduce a long-term program 
law for the Armed Forces, whose aim will be to secure 
effective use of the ministry's budget. 


NATO — Achieve a closer and more flexible link with 
the Atlantic alliance. while maintaining the military co- 
ordination agreements signed with tus defense organ- 
vation, solely for the event of attacks on the national 
territory and that of an ally 


WEU — Take part more actively in the Western 
European Union 
Ministry's effect, ness — Reduce and restructure the 


Defense Ministry's central body, with the aim of im- 
proving ts effectiveness 


Reserve — Set up a mobile reserve 


Military morale — Restore military morale by resolv- 
ing Armed Forces professionals’ social problems and 


improving the units equipment 


CESID — Transfer the Higher Defense Intelligence 
Center (CESID) trom the Defense Ministry to the prime 
munister's office, and reduce its responsibilities in the 
domestic ephere for these to be taken up by the Interior 
Ministry 


CESID and parliament — invoduce effective parlia- 
mentary overught of the activines carned out by the 
micihigence services 


Revival of industry — Revive the defense industry 


through support for cxports, the recovery of domesix 
demand, and a process of privatization measures 


Foreign Affairs, Lorvking at Latin America From 
b urope 


Latin Atnerican Community of Nations — The priority 
foreign policy task prepared by the People’s Paty for 
Spain will be based on the development and consolida- 
tion of the Latin Amerncan Community of Nations and 
On giving our country the means to perform a unifying 
role among all the countnes belonging to 1 


EU — Ensure that the European Council retains its 
importance as the Union's central body im decision- 
taking, and that the Commission acts as the executive 
body. Secure greater protection for Spanish products 


Cuba — Press to ensure thal a democratization process 
begins in Cuba 


Spanish language — Spread the Spanish language by 
all the means at the government's disposal and on the 
part of communications enterprises. To this end, three 
essential reforms are envisaged 


— Reform of the Cervantes Institute 


— Replanning of Spanish Television's international 
channel. 


— Encouragement of and assisiance for private plans 
for its diffusion abroad, such as those of foundations. 
television channels, and other means of communication. 
for imstance 


Free trade — The People’s Party also pledges to 
implement the GATT agreements on free trade 


Spanish citizens’ influence abroad — Promote Spanish 
citizens’ role in the EC and change the outlook of the 
administration and society to achieve greater identifi a- 
von with Europe 


Consensus among parties — Sock agreements with 
the other parliamentary forces on decisions crucial for 
Spam, with the aim of negotiating with the other EU 
countries 


Gonzaler Affirms PSOE's Social Justice System 


BRI701161796 Madnd EL PAIS im Spanish 
1S Jan% pis 


[Report by Anahe!l Diez and Luis R. Aizpeoica “Gon. 
valez Contrasts His Model of “Social Justice’ to ‘the 
Right's Charity and Compassion’ "| 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] Madrid — Yesterday the 
Socialists produced thar banners (with fists and roses 
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on a white ground) which they will not put away unul 5 
March. The waving of PSOE [Spanish Socialist W orkers 
Party] ensigns accompanied PSOE General Secretary 
Felipe Gonzalez on the occasion of his first electoral 
speech. His campaign strategy seems clear. The future 
of Spain's progress is at stake in the ballot boxes on 
the first Sunday in March. But, apart from progress, the 
welfare system is also at stake, according to Gonzalez: 
“We uphold social justice as opposed to the Right's 
model based on charity and compassion.” The PSOE 
will ask for voters’ support to carry out an “ambitious” 
platform “based on solidarity.” 


Closing the PSOE’s political conference, Gonzalez 
stated that the PSOE was in a better starting position 
than in 1993, when it defeated the People’s Party by 
a relauve majority. Gonzalez also referred to Spain's 
current economic situation, with a }-percent growth, in 
contrast to the crisis expenenced af that time. 


The Socialist leader then alluded to the survey published 
yesterday [14 Jan] by EL PAIS, according to which the 
People’s Party is 6.7 points ahead of the PSOE. “We 
have a good starting point,” he said, stressing that, al 
the start of the 1993 election campaign, the Socialists 
were only half a powt closer to the People's Party. 


To counter the Right, however, reference will not be 
made so much to the past as to the present, that is, 
to what the People’s Party represents and stands for 
“Our project ts based on social justice, whereas the 
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Right believes in chanty and compassion, he told the 
crowd of over 5,000 activists who yesterday attended 
the closing session of the PSOE’s political conference 


In his speeches, Gonzalez is mentioning more and 
more data and, a5 il were, Composing a picture of the 
proposals made by the People’s Party so as to shoe 
that, if dey ae nol aiming af privatization pure and 
simple of health and education, what they have in mund 
is pretty close to it. “They are saying that employers’ 
contributions to social security must be reduced by 
five percent; that part of the health system must be 
privatized, and some personalities close to the Right 
{this was an allusion to Santander Bank President Emilio 
Botin} are saying that non-contributory pensions must 
be abolished,” Gonzalez listed in a speech which was not 
in the least personally aggressive against the People's 
Party's chairman of any other of its leaders 


“Positive Spain’ (subhead]) 


For just over one hour, Gonzalez spoke of his gov- 
crament’s achievements and his proposals for the fu- 
ture, with few concessions to facile applause Gonzalez 
sought to adapt his speech to the slogan under which the 
PSOE’s two-day conference was held: “Positive Spain 

The Socialists contrast this with the “negative Spain” of - 
fered by the People’s Party “as well as [United Left Co- 
ordinator General] Mr. Anguita, who sometumes sounds 


like the Right.” [passage omitted] 
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“Social Democratic Policy Too Neutral | 


(FBIS Translated Text) My party does not take agricul. 
tural policy senously, writes Margareta Winberg. 


i 
fit 
iu 


J 


J 


the EU's currency union and economic 
policy. Is it at all possible to carry out this questionable 
undertaking’ The currency must have more than a name. 
it must also have a solid repuavon 


Not all of the issues will be discussed at the Intergov- 
eramental Conference. but there are several complexes 
of proMiems which will directly or indirectly influence 
the agenda and the atmosphere Among them will 
undouttedly he the issue of EL expansion toward East- 
ern and Central Europe And in this context. agncultural 
policy will play a very decisive role in Comming years 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 
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Here in fact bes one of the keys to the future of Oe 
EU. if the EU is not goung to fail completely w@ a 
undertaking. we must start takeng reform of agricultural 
policy very senously 


Some people ae surprised that |, an EU crit, would 
take such an active interest om promoung the wel)-Deing 
of the EU. My reply ts that now we are members. The 
Swedish people have sand that we should youn the Union 
Now we have to do our utmost to cope with the various 
aspects of the system, both the cxisting ones and thos 


that are being planned 


Al the same ume, | have discovered that in Sweden there 


is a tendency not to take agricultural policy completely 
seriously. This is also truce of my own party 


One explanation for tus somewhat comemptuocus att- 
tude is that agriculture, after al) the rationalization, d- 
rectly employs so few peaple (about 90,000 farmers, of 
which 90,000 ae fulltime). If we expand the term to 
include the whole food production process, as we should 
do, we can casily see the wmportance of both agricu)- 
tural production and the processing industry Then food 
is seen where it belongs, that is, in the muddle of the 
table. And as for cating — we al! do that. Often with a 
good appetite, bul not always with those who produce 
the foad in mund. 


In Sweden we bzve not sufficiently grasped the wmpor- 
tance agricultural policy has in a Buropean perspective 
or how much this actually affects us 


This is one of the few political areas which ts already 
common to the whole EU. Here supra-nationalism has 
been accomplished. Mere « is casy to study how a 
federal EU actually funcuons. And in my opinion, the 
resulls ave not especially encouraging 


Approximately half the EU budget. about 190-400 bul. 
hon kronor, goes to agnculture in the member countries 
That is ten times as much as if Costs to keep the Swedish 
Defense Forces going for one year 


Putting it in a shghily exaggerated way, these enormous 
sums are used to accomplish pust one thing to keep food 
prices up and the bureaucracy in operation 


Agricultural praduction is not only extremely capensive. 
it 1s also Dureauctatac unefficrent. and especially dutous 


in terms of the environment. There are thus very strong 
reasons for reform and modernization This applies 
particularly if we attempt to see our agriculture 1a terms 
of global foad praducuon Agncultural production in the 
Third World will remain underdeveloped as long as the 
EU persists in setung up harners and dumping surpluses 


Until now it has been difficult to gain a hearing ‘or 
reforms. as extremely producer-onented poles hive 
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strong support which runs very deep im most of the EU 
counties’ agricultural ministries. 


However, the matter looks compictely different with the 


prices, but there is no reason for the rest of the 
population to rejoice along with them. 


The reason is that the EU's policy of high-prices cannot 
be adapted to the type of cconomy found im these 
countries. Dramatically higher food prices are not a 


Neither would it be especially intelligent to limit thew 
production, so that they lose upon membership. They 
have just recently cut themselves loose from a centralist 
straitjacket. ht will doubtless seem familiar to them 
when they come into contact with the quotas and five- 
year plans, bul I do not think they will have any 
great sympadhy for the EU's planned-cconomy way of 
Unating and outlook. 


Happily enough ths insight 1s beginning to spread 
within the EU Commission. Sweden has urged this 
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change during its first year. In a aew report, Commu- 
sioner Franz Fischier ports out the need for reforms 
He makes a direct connection with castward cxpanson 


Let us seize this chance’ Sweden should im every way 
support and facilitate (us process. It is necessary to 
move in the direction of a system which is less compli- 
cated, has fewer regulabons and less bureaucracy, and 
involves more market adyustment. During tus work we 
must also Continue to take into consideravon the special 
conditions which apply to agriculture, that there is a dif- 
ference between producing food and cars. The market, 
for example, takes no responsibility for regional pol- 
icy, and the market alone cannot manage the necessary 
adapation to the environment 


This whole process will take time. lt will also involve 
great temptations for agriculture in the present EU 
counties, especially in those where ravonalizavon has 
not progressed very far 


But the march toward a reformed agricultural policy 
must hegin now, if the EU is to have any chance at all 
of scrviving, and if the EU countries are really serious 
about their benevolent attitude toward the East. Lip- 
service alone will not suffice 


In this matter, the EU has a concrete chance of 
improving its bad reputation among citizens, and to 
reform its clumsy and outdated organization 
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U.S. Urged To Make Decisions on Cyprus Issue 


NC1801092296 Nicosia | MAKHI in Greek 
18 Jan 96 p 3 


[From the “Militant Comment” column: “The New 
Holbrocke Statement” ] 


(FBIS Translated Text) Richard Holbrooke, the depart- 
ing U.S. assistant secretary of state, reiterated that 1996 
will be the year in which the Cyprus issue will be re- 
solved. But Holbrooke did not reveal on what his con- 
viction is based. In any case, Nicosia—which is not opti- 
mistic about positive developments in Cyprus in the near 
fiably so. On the one hand, this is due to the situation 
in Turkey, which is not expected to clear up soon, and 
on the other hand, because Washington is still skeptical 
about how it should act in Cyorus. Besides, Holbrooke, 
who is talking vaguely and irresponsibly about a Cyprus 
solution in 1996, is leaving the U.S. State Department 
in a month and therefore cannot know how the situation 
will de. slop. This is especially so at a time when the 
Turks are even declaring that their intransigence will be 
stepped up. 

The Americans must do two things in Cyprus. Either 
move with seriousness, responsibility, and honesty to 
promote an honest and viable solution or tell us clearly: 
"We cannot heip and continue your course alone.” If 
they keep making promises and important statements 
without making any decisions they are ridiculing us and 
this policy must stop immediately. 

Feissel To Coordinate US., UK Initiatives 


NC1$01163596 Nicosia ALITHIA in Greek 
1S Jan 9% pi 


[Report by P. Kharalambous] 
(PBIS Translated Text} Gustave Feissel, the UN secre- 
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diplomats, taking into consideration the moves of for- 
eign ambassadors and other factors. 


The French ambassador is expected to become actively 
involved this week and so is the Italian ambassador, 
whose country holds the EU presidency and who is 
considered a dynamic personality and in a position to 
play an assisting role. The same can be said about the 
Frenchman, who has already passed the Sarajevo test, 
where the search for a way oul was more direct and 
necessary. 


Richard Holbrooke will arrive in Cyprus during the 
first 10 days of February and will be accompanied 
by presidential emissary Richard Beatue and the US. 
State Department coordinator on the Cyprus issue, 
James Williams. Holbrooke's goal is to bring a certain 
degree of progress to the Cyprus issue or to define 
the new procedure before he submits his resignation, 
approximately a month after his visit to Cyprus. 


The U.S. official will leave his position to go into the 
private sector. 


Denktas Confirms Trust in Banking System 


TA1201142496 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
1130 GMT 12 Jan 9 


(FBIS Translated Text] President Rauf Denktas has 
stated that the banks are based on healthy foundations. 
He added: There is nothing to worry about. Denktas 
held a meeting today with members of the Bankers 
Association. 


In a statement he issued following the meeting, Denktas 
issued a message to the people that there is nothing to 
worry about. Regarding flight capital to Turkey, Denktas 
said that the issue is to stabilize this currency outflow. 
Denktas said: We are using the same moncy. These 
activities, however, are undertaken because interest rates 
in Turkey are different than here. What has to be done is 
to achieve balance. Nobody will be hurt in the event that 
necessary measures are taken. Speculation on the unit 
of currency is out of place, and the recent developments 


will not affect anybody's money. 


In reply to a question on whether the issue of a transition 
to a stable accounting unit was discussed during the 
meeting, Denktas said that the unit of currency will not 
be changed and that the bankers, who know very well 
what the government seeks to achieve, are not concerned 
at all. 


In a statement he issued, Mustafa Altuner, head of the 
Bankers Association, said that flight capital to foreign 
countries does not involve large amounts. Explaining 
that the association is in Constant cooperation with the 
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government, Altuner said thal the issue here does not 
involve changing the unit of currency but changing the 
accounting system in order to protect business circles 
Economy and Finance Minister Salih Cosar said that 
indexing moncy to the dollar means covering the cost of 
living. In a statement he issued regarding the transition 
to a stable accounting unit, Cosar said: Salaries will be 
protected against inflation through this system. 


Trade Union Official Details Economic Problems 
NC1201105596 Nicosia KIBRIS in Turkish 6 Jan 96 
pp 1,7 


[Report by Dilek Cetereisi: “We Will Borrow 6.5 
Trillion Lira”) 

(FBIS Translated Text} One reason Republican Turkish 
Party leader Ozker Ozgur gives for quitting as deputy 
prime minister is: “The government's boat has run 
aground.” Things are gradually becoming more serous. 
Economic experts say budget targets for 1996 will rust 
the government boat.” They believe the boat, which 
has already issued several distress calls, will be used 
as scrap metal if the necessary measures are not taken. 
The boat's captain, crew, and engineers must try hard 
to save it. 


Recalling that the government borrowed 1.5 trillion 
Turkish lira from domestic sources in 1994 and § 
trillion in 1995, one budget analyst said the government 
piaaned to borrow 6.5 trillion lira in 1996. He asserted: 
“The government has depleted the resources of the 
TRNC [Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus) Central 
Bank by constantly borrowing from it. It could not 
pay government employees in January. The commercial 
banks transfer some money to the Central Bank as 
collateral for their deposits. The government's failure 
to allocate credits or cash from its budget to repay 
its debts to the Central Bank has drawn attention. The 
government has failed to balance its current account 
budget, which is related to personnel spending and 
transfer costs. It will most likely incur a new deficit in 
1996. The government has increased prices repeatedly. 
That has affected inflation. It let the markets slip out of 
its control. All this can be seen as one of the reasons 


forcing the government ship off course.” 


The Republican Assembly Committee for the Economy, 
Financial Affairs, Budget, and Planning is debating the 
draft budget for 1996. We asked Mustafa Batura’-. 
head of the Solidarity Trade Union Economic Affairs 
Office, to comment on the draft budget. He claimed 
that government officials “do not intend to try to save 
thew stranded ship ~ 
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How Did the Boat Run Aground” 


Baturalp assessed budget figures of the past few years 
as follows: 


“The budget for 1993 totaled 2.5 twillion lira. Local 
revenue, which is made up of direct and indirect taxes, 
was expecied to total | 3 tnillion lira. Personnel spending 
was expected to total 937 billion and transfer costs 
860 billion. Figures established after the 1993 budget 
was realized indicate that personnel spending totaled 
947 billion lira and transfer costs 900 billion. The 
budget targets were achieved. But for the first time the 
government tried to borrow 300 billion from domestic 
sources. That would have refloated the ship. 


"The budget for 1994 totaled nearly 4.5 trillion lira. Of 
that amount, 1.750 tnilion was allocated for personnel 
spending and 1.850 trillion for transfer costs. The 
budget for current spending, made up of personnel 
spending and transfer costs, totaled nearly 3.5 tnlhon 
lira. The overall amount of local revenue was less 
than current spending. Economically, the government's 
stranded ship can be saved only through a balanced 
budget on current spending. The government changed in 
1994. So did high-ranking officials. Economic measures 
in Turkey significantly increased the parity of foreign 
currencies. Worried by this, our politicians focused on 
fund revenue. Several price hikes followed. Fue! and 
basic foodstuffs were the first to be increased. The 
government's approach prompted shopkeepers to act 
accordingly. But the government ignored the issue and 
did not control the markets. Consequently, the cost of 
living increased 67 percent at the end of April 1994 


“Considering this, the government and trade unions 
signed a prowcol calling for small-scale consolidation 
{mim konsolide] measures. But that increased the bur- 
den on the budget for current accounts by 40 percent 
The government increased prices to remove the burden 
It kept this up until the end of the year. Naturally, i 
worsened inflation. Some 1.5 tnilion lira was needed to 
balance the budget for current accounts at the end of 
1994. The deficit was removed by internal borrowing 
from the Central Bank. Everyone knows the govern- 
ment cannot circulate its own currency. Nor can it bor- 
row from foreign sources. So it borrows from the TRNC 
Central Bank, where the people's savings are deposited 


“The det of 1.5 tnilion la forced the government 
boat off course. The government knew of the figures 
in 1994. But it failed to take the necessary economic 
measures. The government decided to increase prices 
in the cighties. It maintained the shiding-scale system 
It should have halted price increases. But i did not 
It also failed to abandon the sliding-scale systern. The 
markets were not placed under control. Everyone knows 
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“The cost of living reached 215 percent in 1994. The 
budget for 1995 was drawn up with that figure in mind. 
Officials knew the situation at the end of 1994. They 
knew the ship had gone off course. But they failed 
to take the necessary measures. The general budget 
totaled 14.5 willion lira. The amount envisaged for 
local revenue, including revenue from funds, totaled 
8.099 trillion lira and the amount envisaged for current 
spending totaled | 1.464 trillion lira. No effort was made 
to balance current spending and local revenue to save 
the ship. Instead, domesuc borrowing was preferred to 
remove the difference, which stood at 42.7 percent. 
Had there been any intention to save the ship, current 
spending would have been reduced and local revenue 
would have been increased. An effort would have been 
made to draw up 4 new taxation policy to establish a 
balance. 


“Internal detis totaled 5 tillion by the end of 1995. 
Budget figures at the end of September indicated that 
the boat was stranded. This became apparent when the 
government revealed its official figures.” 


The Budget for 1996 


Regarding the budget for 1996, Baturalp asserted: 


“The draft budget for 1996 indicates that officials do 
not want to save the stranded ship. The budget totals 
29 tnilion. The amount of current spending envisaged 
is 19.314 twillion lira and local revenue 13.533 trillion. 
This indicates that the percentages established in 1995 
will be maintained. The government has planned to 
borrow from domestic sources in 1996, as it did in 1995. 
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It will borrow 6.652 tillhon lira. Had officials wanted 
to refloat their ship they would have reduced current 
spending and increased local reveaue. The budget will 
increase 100 percent on 1995. The envisaged increase 
in local revenue totals 67 percent. The situation should 
have been exactly the opposite.” [sentence as published] 


"Very Dangerous” 


Baturalp referred to the effort to adopt a stable currency 
unit for the accounting system. He said that would be 
“very dangerous.” Stressing that “linking salaries with 
a foreign currency unit will complicate things for the 
boat,” he asserted: 


“The dollar parity increases on average 4 percent every 
month in normal circumstances. That will increase the 
burden on personnel spending by 30 percent in one year. 
Personnel spending will increase by 2 tnllion lira and 
transfer costs by | tnilhon. The burden created by the 
sliding-scale system has been no more than 18 percent, 
that is, except in 1994. 


“Political instability and an excessive increase in the 
parity of foreign currencies may occasionally increase 
the burden to over 100 percent. Internal borrowing will 
not be a remedy when that happens. Linking salanes 
with the dollar before the issue is carefully studied will 
be very dangerous.” 


Referring to investment, Baturalp accused the govern- 
ment of failing to adopt a sincere approach. He said: 


“The government borrowed 8 tnillion from domestic 
sources for its current spending in 1995. It had to make 
investments of 3 tnilion lira but allocated under S00 
billion lira. According to the budget for 1996, 7.7 trillion 
lira will be allocated for investment. The government's 
inclusion of such an amount for investment, after failing 
to allocate funds for the purpose, can only be described 


as mockery.” 
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Reportage on PASOK Election for Prime Minister 


Central Committee Names 4 Candidates 


NC1701142596 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1200 GMT 17 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The PASOK [Panhellenic 
Socialist M | Central C sone te ing is 
a central Athens hotel in an atmosphere of evident 
emotion due to Andreas Papandreou’s absence, the first 
time since 1974. 


The conference was opened at 1200 local [1000 GMT] 
by Central Committee Secretary Konstandinos Skand- 
halidhis, who presented the Executive Bureau's sugges- 
tions concerning the election of the new prime minister. 


The Executive Bureau's suggestions stress, among other 
things, that the new prime minister must be faithful to 
the people's order of Andreas Papandreou, aiming to 
realize the government's scheduled goals, to complete 
the four years [of service] with the collective action of 
the government bodies, to practice a modern method 
of governing, to be the prime minister of all PASOK, 
ruling nobody out, and to act honestly. 


Correspondent Kiki Papa has the following report on 
Skandhalidhis’ speech and events at the Hotel Divani 


Palace, where the Central Committee is meeting: 


[Begin Papa recording) [passage omitted) Central Com- 
muttee Secretary Konstandinos Skandhalidhis conveyed 
the Executive Bureau's suggestion to the conference and 
stressed that the new PASOK must continue a historic 


cy le. [passage omitted] 


The Central Committee and the Parliamentary Group 
must be committed to supporting the new prime minister 
and the government with all their forces. Concerning the 
party's congress, which is a crucial issue for today’s 
conference, the Executive Bureau's suggestion says 
there must be an extraordinary congress on 6 and 9 
June, which will also elect the party's vice chairman. 
But there are objections concerning this issue, since both 
Simitis’ and Arsenis’ followers believe this must take 
place after the clecuons. [passage omitted] 


[Chamber of Deputies President) Apostolos Kaklama- 
nis withdrew his candidacy for the sake of PASOK 
unity. There are four candidates: Yerasimos Arsenis, 
Konstandinos Simitis, loannis Kharalambopoulos, and 
Akis Tsokhatzopoulos, who is expected to submit his 
candidacy today. [passage omitted) [end recording) 
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Simitis Elected; Gives Acceptance Speech 
NC1801182296 Athens ET-1 Television Network 
in Greek 1700 GMT 18 Jan 96 


{Live relay from the Chamber of Deputies in Athens] 


(FBIS Translated Text) [(PASOK Parliamentary Group 
Secretary Dhimitrios Beis) Following due process and 
the voting, Konstandinos Simitis has been elected as the 
new prime minister. [prolonged applause] 


Colleagues: The exact results are as follows: Kon- 
standinos Simitis—&6 votes, Akis Tsokhatzopoulos—75 
votes; and six blank votes. | ask the new prime muinis- 
ter to take the floor and address the body. [prolonged 


applause] 


[Simitis} Ladies and gentlemen, colleagues: Today we 
are experiencing a historic moment. The election of 
a prime minister for the first time in the 21 years of 
PASOK's [Panhellenic Socialist Movement} history is 
unprecedented. It is a lofty moment ior the prospects 
and future of the progressive front. At this great 
moment, PASOK deputies and cadres demonstrated 
responsibility, seriousness, and determination. At this 
moment, all our thoughts are with Andreas Papandreou, 
who is waging a difficult struggle for life. [prolonged 
applause] We have the deepest political and personal 
relationship with him. Right after this, I will visit him 
and brief him. [applause] 


I would like to thank all the PASOK deputies, not only 
those who honored me with their vote, because you have 
all contributed to following irreproachable procedures in 
a comradely climate. This was so because everyone was 
in accord and the will to proceed together into a new 
era. All together will continue our efforts; no one will 
be left out. 


I would also like to make it absolutely clear that today's 
result is not just a personal victory for me, it is a victory 
for all of PASOK, it is a victory for unity, it is a victory 
for the prospects and future the centrist-leftist front. 
It is also a confirmation of the need for criticism and 
free thinking, an award for the persistence of quality, 
an expression of a desire for new ideas and a new way 
of exercising power. 


1 want to assure the Greek people that we will be a 
government of continuation as well as a government of 
collective effort and operation. The country’s problems 
demand hard efforts, quick steps, coordinated action, 
social sensitivity, meritocracy, and effectiveness. The 
citizens demand virtuous behavior by public figures, 
they demand that the character and type of their 
government ensure trustworthiness and confidence. | 
believe that we can respond to these demands, we can 
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respond to these expectations. We are all conscious of 
the great difficulties; we will overcome them provided 
we are creative in using all the capabilities of our party. 
The task we undertake will be judged in the 1997 
elections, which will give PASOK a new four-year term 


of creativity, stability, and equanimity. Unity-renewal- 
victory will be the three pillars of our work, which 
we will carry out united, as PASOK has been and will 
continue to be in order to ensure its permanence through 
the years. Thank you. [prolonged applause] 
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sador Nurettin Nurkan, deputy spokesman for the For- 
cign Ministry, stated during his weekly news conference 
that the Russian authorities have not submitted an of- 
ficial in connection with the hijacking of the 
Avrasya ferryboat. Noting that the Russian authoriues 
were only interested in receiving information in con- 
nection with the incident, Nurkan added: “The Russian 
authorities are also hoping that the lives of the innocent 
people will be saved as soon as possible.” 


Explaining that no definite bargaining position has been 
submitted, Nurkan said: “We doubt that bargaining 
would be the nght approach.” 


Reaction to Claims Leveled Against Turkey 


Nurkan was asked to comment on Russian press reports 
that Turkey's Moscow ambassador was called to the 


that lurkey was not taking Countermeasures in 
spite of these warnings, and that this incident occurred 
as a result.” Nurkan said: “Turkey's ambassador to 
Moscow is handling this issue and continuing his 
contacts Russian Foreign Ministry; however, 
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formed various solidarity organizations. This is the 
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also recalled that the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus [TRNC] denied Greek Cypriot press 


{FBIS Translated Text) In light of the developments 
in the hostage crisis, the Russian Foreign Ministry's 
information department today criticized the Turkish 
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authorities and accused them of not taking sufficient 
precautions to deal with such developments, which, 
in Moscow's view, were expected. In London Turkish 
Ambassador Ozdem Sanberk has, however, denied these 
charges. He said: 

[Begin Sanberk recording in English) First of all, let me 
say that | have not yet heard this accusation because | 
am in London. Perhaps it is a recent one, because | 
am just now getting this information from you. | will, 
however, tell you this: We regret this incident of course, 
because for us the political stability of Russia is crucial, 
and we attach a great deal of importance to the territorial 
integrity of the Russian Federation. It is our neighbor. 
Russia is our partner. Turkey assumes a role of stability 
and moderation in a very volatile region and anything 
that happens in our neighbors affects us. So this is the 
reason why we believe that the way the Russians deal 
with this issue is very important. [end recording] 


US. Charge Summoned Over ‘Distorted’ Interview 


TA1601213096 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 16 Jan 9% 


FBIS Transiated Text) Foreign Ministry Under Secre- 
tary Onur Oymen has said that the progress being made 
in the country in the field of democracy and the agree- 
ment on the Customs Union are disturbing certain cir- 
cles which have been active against Turkey for some 
ume. 


Al a news conference in Ankara, Oymen pointed out 
that these circles have been spreading false information 
about Turkey over recent days and making misleading 
and unfounded allegations. He added that statements by 
Turkish officials are cither being omitted completely 
or distorted. He went on to say that a censored and 
distorted version of an interview he had four months 
ago was aired on CBS last night. He explained that 
only three to four sentences of the 60-minute internew 
were aired along with photographs that slander Turkey. 
Also present on the program were the gang leader of 
the terrorist organization, a congressman who is well 
known fur his views against Turkey, and two officials 


from the State Department. 


Replying to a question at the news conference, Oymen 
said that the U.S. Embassy charge d'affaires in Ankara 


was summoned to the Foreign Ministry and asked to 
explain the remarks uttered by the State Department 
officials on the CBS program. 


[Begin Oymen recording} These remarks are incompat- 
ible with the declared US. policy. Consequently, we 
asked the Americans for an official explanation of what 
this means, and what the real U.S. policy is. [end record- 
ing] 
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Oymen said that he was not interviewed on the sam: 
program as the terrorists, that this was a fait accompli, 
and that he condemns the airing of this program. 


[Begin Oymen recording] As far as we can tell, the aim 
is to move Turkey away from the EU, to undermine the 
prestige it has gained through its democratic reforms, 
to underraie in the eyes of the public the efforts the 


image in Europe. We can see this very clearly. It is im- 
possible to explain so many simultaneous press attacks 
and physical attacks as a coincidence. [end recording] 
Oymen was asked why, even though it is on the list of 


terrorist Countries, sanctions are not imposed on Syria. 
He replied: This question should not be directed to us. 


Erbakan Views Coalition, EU Ties, Secularism 
NC1701202096 London MBC Television in Arabic 
1800 GMT 17 Jan 9% 


(FBIS Translated Text) Necmettin Erbakan, leader of 
the Turkish Welfare Party (RP), emphasized today that 
he still hopes to form a Turkish government even though 
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many parties have refused to enter into a coalition with 
him. He stressed that his goal 1s to institute secularism 
as stipulated in the Turkish Constitution, not as it is 
being implemented now, as he put it. He made these 
remarks in an interview with our correspondent Husni 
Mahl. 


[Begin Mahli recording) Necmettin Erbakan, leader of 
the Islamic Welfare Party, said that the Turkish Army 
has not and will never contemplate carrying out a 
military coup if the RP takes power. 


He added that iurming a government is the task of 
political parties not armies. Erbakan, who said that they 
are not against the current regime and Constitution, 
added that the Welfare Party will seek to implement al! 
provisions of the Constitution, including the principle 
of secularism, which is being misinterpreted in Turkey 


Erbakan reiterated his rejecuon to the customs union 
agreement in its current form and said that Turkey 
cannot accept European tutelage. He said that they are 
not against the European Union [EU] and its institutions, 
but they will not seek accession to the EU. Rather, he 
added, they will work for Islamic unity, which does not 
mean hostility to Europe but aims to achieve justice and 
equality in relations between them. 


Erbakan, who said that Turkey will seck peaceful and 
positive ties with all its neighbors, noted that from now 
on these ties will be based on equality and mutual 
interests. 


As for his efforts to form a government, Necmettin 
Erbakan described the outcome of the first round of 
consultations with party leaders as positive and fruitful 
He asserted that after the second round of the talks. they 
will form a government no matter how hard some circles 
try to impede it. The aim, he said, is for the RP to be the 
most important party, not only in the composition of the 
new government but in Turkey's history and political 
life in general. This is MBC’s Husni Mabli in Ankara 
lend recording] 
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